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McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — INFORMATION SUPPLY 

Statement 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [5.43 pm]: I would like to 
respond to the extraordinary comments made by the Leader of the House this evening. I am disappointed that she 
is away from the chamber on urgent parliamentary business. I thought she would do the honourable thing and 
stand up and do what she should have done—that is, retract her claim that the previous government cut the number 
of education assistants by 1 000. She did not do that. She is the Minister for Education and Training. I thought that 
if there were one issue that she should have commented on in her member’s statement tonight, it would have been 
that. She chose not to do that. She chose to ignore that. 

I challenge the Leader of the House and education minister to come into this chamber and repeat her claim that 
the former government cut the number of education assistants by 1 000. She has stated that in this place. I challenge 
her to repeat that claim, because, if she does repeat that claim, she will be misleading the house. Alternatively, 
I challenge her to apologise—or just retract the comment. I do not expect an apology; she should just retract the 
comment. That is one thing. 

That second thing is that I was not sure whether the Leader of the House was claiming that what I said about the 
ministerial travel statements and the consultants’ reports was inaccurate or whether she was comparing it with our 
term of government. If she was saying that what I said was inaccurate, she is entirely wrong and inaccurate. I will 
go through it again. I will ask the Leader of the House, who is away on urgent parliamentary business, to refute 
what I am about to say. I will repeat what I said this morning. 

I asked the Premier for details about his trip to London. I was referred to the ministerial travel report. At that time, 
the ministerial travel report had not been tabled. I repeat that. Yes, it has been tabled now, but it had not been 
tabled at the time. The ministerial travel report for 17 March to 30 June 2017 was tabled on 13 March 2018, 
257 days late. The ministerial travel report for 30 June to 30 September 2017 was tabled on 13 March 2018, 
165 days late. The ministerial travel report for 30 September to 31 December 2017 was tabled on 28 June 2018, 
180 days late. The ministerial travel report for 31 December 2017 to 31 March 2018 was tabled on 23 August 2018, 
146 days late. The two travel reports covering the past six months from 31 March to 30 June 2018 and 30 June 2018 
to 30 September 2018 are now overdue by 109 and 17 days respectively. That is my point. They are exactly the 
same comments as I made this morning. I stand by them; they are accurate. If the Leader of the House wants to 
refute that, by all means, I ask her stand in this place when the house resumes and do so. 

The McGowan government has managed to table two consultants’ reports since forming government, covering the 
period from 11 March 2017 to 30 June 2017 and from 1 July 2017 to 31 December 2017. Both were late. The 
June 2017 report was tabled 257 days after the report period finished and the December 2017 report was tabled 
180 days after the report period finished. That is exactly what I said this morning. Yes, they are tabled now, but 
they were late—extremely late. Not only that; this government has not managed to table any consultant’s report 
for the past 11 months. I stand by every single comment that I made this morning. What I said this morning is not 
inaccurate; it is accurate. That is the second thing. 

I go back to my first comment and, again, I lay this challenge out to the Leader of the House. She had the 
opportunity tonight when she stood to either refute my comment or retract her comments about education 
assistants. She chose to conveniently ignore that aspect of my contribution this morning. Once again, I lay that 
challenge at the feet of the Leader of the House. 
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